JOHANNESBURG LETTER                                         297

or to grant such other relief as to this Hon'ble House may seem
and for this act, etc., etc.
ESSOP ISMAIL MIA
[CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION]
Indian Opinion, 20-6-1908
170.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER
Sunday [June 14, 1908]
GENERAL SMUTS
The collapse of the settlement is drawing nearer each day. But
the situation has reached such a critical point that all that I write now
may have lost its point or alternatively [my predictions] may have
come to pass by the time this is published.
After Mr. Gandhi wrote the letter1 to General Smuts, an attempt
was made to arrange an interview with Mr. Leonard, but he was not
available. He is busy in connection with an important commission, so
it appears he does not see anyone at present. Having thus waited and
received no reply from General Smuts, on Friday the 12th, Mr. Gandhi
met Mr. Ward, who is a very able barrister, though not of the same
calibre as Mr. Leonard. Mr. Ward took the same view as Mr. Leonard,
namely, that the Government had no alternative but to return the
applications. Mr. Gandhi then sent a telegram2 to General Smuts say-
ing that, if no reply was received from him, the case would be taken to
the Supreme Court and that this was also the view of an eminent
counsel. While, on the one hand, the telegram was being sent, drafts
were being prepared on the other for affidavits3 by Mr. Ebrahim Ismail
Aswat, Mr. Essop Mia and Mr. Gandhi, and preparations for the case
went ahead. Meanwhile, a telegram was received from Mr. Smuts
inviting [Mr. Gandhi] for an interview on Saturday the 13th, at 9-45
a.m. at Winchester House. In view .of this, it was decided not to send
the affidavits to Pretoria.
At the interview, General Smuts said that the new law would certain-
ly be repealed and the Immigrants* [Restriction] Act amended. But
he had still to consult his draftsmen in the legal department. He
therefore advised [Mr. Gandhi] to wait for a week. He said, more-
over, that the British Indian Association did not represent the entire
1  Vide "Letter to General Smuts", pp. 277-9.
2 This has not been traced.
3 Vide "Petition to  Transvaal Supreme   Court", pp. 311-3,   and for Essop
Mia's and Gandhiji's affadavits, Me pp. 313-4 & 314-6.